Death Benefits Checklist

Funeral/Burial Financial Assistance:
· Department of Transitional Assistance ($1,100-$3,500)
· U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (Veteran, surviving spouse, dependent children) – Need or pre-approval burials
· Grants/Funds (ex. United Way)
· Social Security Office (Survivor Death Benefits - $255)
· Pre-Burial Account 
· Life Insurance
Steps to take immediately following a death:
· Get a legal pronouncement of death (from hospital, Nursing Home, or Hospice Agency, etc.)
· Make Burial/Funeral arrangements
· Complete Death notice
· Arrange for care of pets
Notify:
· Family/Friends
· Employer
· Inform Aging Service Access Point or Independent Living Center of consumer’s death
· Social Security Office (Survivor Death Benefits - $255)
· Department of Transitional Assistance (if applicable)
· U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (Widow may be eligible for pension even divorced widow)
· Retirement Plan
· Lenders (banks, credit card or mortgage companies)
· Post Office (forward mail if applicable)
· Utility Companies, (transfer to spouse or another household member’s name)
· Cancel individual’s driver’s license/ E-Z pass/ Insurance (if applicable)
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